
The rats attack
In the center of Chojnice, at night a rat attacked an infant in one of the apart-
ments. The child was saved by his grandmother.

What to do if you have been bitten by a rat: 
1. secure the wound with a sterile dressing
2. seeing a doctor is a must
3. the victim must be under observation for parasitic infec-
tions, bacterial and viral infections, and rabies
4. if the rat that bit the person has was killed, it must be 
turned over for veterinary testing

Rats carry more than 200 
infectious and parasitic 
diseases :
- toxoplasmosis,
- dysentery,
- meningitis,
- rabies,
- tuberculosis,
- jaundice,
- trichinosis,
- salmonellosis,
among others. 

Every day about 3,5 million rats are born world-wide. 
In the cities, there are 10-15 times more rats than 
people.

In Poland there are two main rat 
species: black rat, and the slowly 
replacing him brown rat.

The infant’s grandmother was woken up by the sound of crying. She was terri�ed. She discovered a huge rat in her grandsons’ bed. 
She came to his rescue by grabbing the rat with her bare hand and throwing it against the wall, killing it. But not before the rat bit 
the six-month-old Mateusz in the lip. 
Series of shots
Krystyna Świerczyńska, the chief physician of the ward Mateusz was brought to says: “The boy is alright, but just to be sure he must 
go through a series of seven shots against rabies.” Doctor Świerczyńska adds that the child had good living conditions. “It can happen 
anywhere,” she explains. “In cases like these an immediate response is the key.”
This is the �rst such incident in Chojnice. “Sometimes, someone would �nd a rat in their shoe, but something like this has never 
happened,” says Iwona Jażdżewska from the District Sanitary-Epidemiological Station in Chojnice. 
It is unknown how the rat managed to get inside the apartment. The station personnel and the doctors exclude the possibility of the 
rat coming through the sewage system. They advise that “it is important to remember about closing the toilet cover at night.”
There are up to a dozen rats per person in the city. They live in the underground city of their own, among tunnels, basements and 
sewer lines. It is impossible to get rid of them for good. They always come back to the places where they have access to water and 
food, and where there is quiet. If one of these things is cut o�, they move on in search of a better spot. One can talk about a scourge 
when rats, who are night creatures, arrive to hunt during the day.
“Cases of people being bitten by rats are extremely rare,” says doctor Marek Pruś from the Voivodship Sanitary-Epidemiological 
Station in Bydgoszcz. “They usually attack children, who are defenseless.”
The females of the species are especially dangerous. When they defend their o�spring, they can even �ing themselves at a human. 
That is how they frighten the opponent and use the element of surprise to escape.
War on rats
In our region, only Toruń �ghts with rats in the proper way. The city has an agreement with a disinfestation company that reacts to 
every signal from the inhabitants. 
In other towns every homeowner has to deal with rats on their won. 
In Bydgoszcz, despite the large number of rats, the City Council declared that if the need arises they will organize a city-wide 
deratisation. Once or twice a year. However, nobody enforces this resolution, especially because it is hard to tell what “if the need 
arises” means. There are no regular checks of the rat population to �nd out whether it grows or diminishes. 


