Rats attack!
There is no problem when it is the cats that roam the
streets. However, rodents are a whole different matter.

“I was walking home from the shop around nine in the morning. I was passing
the house number 15 at Jęczmienna Street. It was sitting inside the gate, right
next to the wall. It looked just like in the picture. Obviously, you’re always a
little scared of that kind of creature. When I was about a meter away, it jumped
at me, at my chest. I got scared and I started to scream. It was tussling like
crazy. I threw it off. That’s when it jumped under my coat. It got to my thigh and
bit down, the blood gushed out. ” This is the story of 70-year-old Agnieszka
Gościmińska, who lives in the Old Town in Toruń. She still hasn’t recovered
emotionally from the rat’s attack.
She was attacked in early April. Nothing like this has ever happened to her,
even though she has lived in the Old Town for years. The occupants of the
building witnessed the attack, after they heard her screams and looked out of
their windows.
“It was an instinct to defend myself. I don’t even know how I did it. When I
threw if off of me, I fell from the curb onto my back. That’s when it attacked me
for the second time. I had no idea how to get it out from beneath my coat,”
adds Agnieszka Gościmińska. “I only felt it with my hands and I squeezed really
hard through the fabric. It struggled and I had to rip it off of my body. At first it
trashed a little, but later it died. I strangled the filth.”
The occupants of the building called an ambulance and the city guard. The
bitten woman was transported to the hospital where it was determined that
the wound was not serious. However, she was lucky, because only a few
centimeters from the wound she had a varicose vein. If the animal chewed
through it, it could have been disastrous.
The dead rat was tested by the District Veterinary Inspectorate, but several days
have passed before the doctors determined that the animal did not have
rabies. The woman was transported from the Regional Hospital to the Hospital
for Infectious Diseases, where she has been vaccinated against rabies. She
stayed there under observation for eight days.
“Rats never attack just like that” says Jan Stromidło, disinfestation specialist, in
the business for more than ten years. “It must have felt threatened or found
itself in an unfamiliar place and could not find its way back to where it came
from. The jump onto the chest seems unlikely. The rat probably climbed up the
leg. It was not necessarily an attack. The rat could have thought it was an
escape route. ”

In April, disinfestation was implemented in the entire
city of Toruń, as per order from the City Council to the
building administrators. Although, in most buildings
fighting rats was limited to placing rat poison.
Rat-proofing the buildings and localization of new
nests were rare occurrences.
“We tried to gather information from the inhabitants
on where the rats live,” says Zygmunt Machelski, the
chief of city guard in Toruń. “Unfortunately, people
were reluctant to speak about their rat problems. I
don’t know whether if it is shame or the fact that there
simply is no rats.”
The people who live in the Old Town and in the
Bydgoskie Przedmieście quarter have been talking
about the rat scourge for years. The rat poison does
not change anything. The rats still show up in the
apartments, yards, basements and sewer openings.
“Despite everything, currently there is a significantly
smaller number of rats in Toruń than in the previous
years, ” adds Jan Stromidło. “There are about two or
three rats per person in polish cities. In the Rubinkowo
quarter there is definitely less of them, but in the Old
Town that number is higher. Fighting rats is very
difficult. First, you have to exterminate all of them, and
then thoroughly seal any weak spots in the building.”

Last June, we wrote about an incident where an infant was bitten
by a rat in one of the buildings at Mickiewicza Street in Toruń.
During the night, the animal had climbed into the baby carriage
and bit the sleeping one month old Jakub on the cheek. The infant
had to go through a series of six shots against rabies. The personnel
in the Hospital for Infectious Diseases had admitted that there had
been cases of people being bitten by rats, but those were adults
and older children. The procedure had always been the same – the
victim was given the serum and a series of injections. The case of
the bitten infant had been deemed absolutely unique at the time.

Rats can be found all over the world, and
they are considered vermin that spreads
dangerous diseases – rabies and trichinosis, among others. Some specimens can
grow up to 50 centimeters, half of which is
the tail. The most common species are
black rat and brown rat.

