
Rat in the toilet

The �re �ghters help with the removal of wasps, bees and hornets – they have special uniforms for 
this task. In the photo senior section leader Łukasz Jaworski (on the left) and senior �reman Leszek 
Kusiowski

Good to know:
• This year, the fire fighters 
have removed 12 wasp nests, 5 
hornet nests and had 6 calls about 
cats stuck in trees or on roofs.
• To rid the apartment of 
cockroaches or German cockroaches, 
you have to pay a specialist company 
around 120 to 300 zł, depending on 
the number of insects.

Most German cockroaches can be found in 
the Rubinkowo quarter, cockroaches 
prefer the Bydgoskie Przedmieście quarter 
and the Old Town.
Disinfestation companies have noticed a 
rise in calls to deal with wasps and 
hornets, but a decline in calls to 
cockroaches.
The Opole region has been terrorized for 
several months by a cougar, and there 
have been reported sightings of the big 
cat in the Kielce region. In our region such 
big predators are of no concern, but that 
does not mean we do not have a problem 
with other unwanted animals.
Inhabitants of Toruń are usually visited by 
rats, mice, cockroaches, bedbugs, �eas, 
ants, wasps and hornets. Foxes and 
martens have been seen more and more, 
especially on the outskirts. In comparison 
to the previous years, there has been a 
decline in the number German cockroach-
es and cockroaches, but the �re depart-
ment and specialist companies have been 
called more frequently to deal with wasp 
and hornet nests.
“If the nest is in an easy to reach place, it’s 
sprayed with powder �re extinguishers. 
Later, the hibernated insects are transport-
ed to the forest and set free,” says Marek 
Demski, the spokesman for the Municipal 
Headquarters of the State Fire Service in 
Toruń. 

“If the nest is in a place that cannot be transported, the insects are treated with 
poison.
”There are German cockroaches almost everywhere in Toruń, but their number 
is highest in the Rubinkowo quarter and in the housing development around 
Gagarina Street. The cockroaches are most visible in the Bydgoskie Przedmieś-
cie quarter and in the Old Town. The latter suits them because of its old sewage 
system. This is also the reason why there are so many rats here, who use the 
numerous nooks and crannies in the brickwork. However, these intelligent 
rodents can appear in apartment buildings as well, in the most surprising 
places. “We’ve had several calls to new apartments that had been closed for a 
few days, and the owners found rats upon arrival,” says Zygmunt Jeszka, the 
owner of  the “Jeszka” Disinfection, Disinsection and Deratization Company in 
Toruń

“It turned out that the �tters who installed 
the toilets used thin, elastic elbows. Rats 
would follow the light visible through thin 
material and bite through it. That’s why they 
could be found as high as the sixth �oor.”
When Poland joined the European Union, the 
rules for dealing with insects and rodents 
have changed. After 2004, when the EU 
regulations came into force, the entire food 
industry has come under sanitary supervi-
sion. Because of that 80 percent of what the 
disinfestation companies do is connected 
with supervision, and only 20 percent are 
calls for intervention. Only 10 years ago these 
proportions were reversed. 


