
Di�cult times for the city rats
The annual disinfestation is not dangerous to humans – assure the specialists responsible for the 
process

The City Guard in Toruń has 
begun the fall inspection of 
buildings, which includes check-
ing the compliance with the 
deratization standards. It cannot 
be dangerous to humans.

“The law requires the property owners 
to place poison twice a year: 1-30 
October and 1-30 April. The o�cers 
also check if the places where poison 
has been placed are appropriately 
marked,” says Jan Paralusz, the 
spokesman for the City Guard in 
Toruń.

Housing association hires a 
company

The majority of the housing associa-
tions in Toruń hire a disinfestation 
company to perform deratization. 
That is what Kopernik housing 
association does. “About seven or 
eight years ago we abandoned the 
method of requiring the building 
administrator to place the poison and 
put up notices,” says Czesław Degórski 
from Kopernik.
“For safety and e�ciency reasons, we 
decided to delegate the task to the 
specialist companies. And since then 
there has been no incident where 
people would be harmed.” 
Meanwhile, several days ago media 
discussed a case of fatal poisoning 
during disinfestation. In one of the 
towns near Poznań, a teenager died as 
a result of inhaling a chemical used for 
deratization.

Malpractice

“It was not deratization,” explains 
Jan Stromidło who has been in the 
business for many years. “in that 
case it wasn’t rats but insects in the 
utility rooms. And the solution was 
to gas them. It was a clear case of 
malpractice. When using that 
particular chemical, no one should 
have been closer than at least 
several dozen meters from the 
building. As we all know, the 
reality was di�erent.”

Jan Stromidło, whose company handles 
e.g. deratization for Kopernik housing 
association, assures that what 
happened near Poznań has nothing to 
do with how the process looks like in 
Toruń. Here, it consists of placing 
special kind of poisonous bait. And 
marking it appropriately. Humans are 
not able to eat it because of its taste. 
There is no gassing, because it requires 
a particular set of circumstances. Not 
only the absence of people for at least a 
week, but also a complete sealing of the 
rooms, otherwise it will not work.

The City Guard o�cers will �ne the 
property owners who do not comply 
with the deratization order. They will 
also check the appropriate documen-
tation concerning waste disposal.

Andrzej Berndt from INSE-TOX is preparing a batch of rat poison


