
They gather in the backyards. They wait for food. If hungry – they’ll attack.

A BOWL FOR A RAT
They are not afraid of light or people. Not even the locomotives 
scare them. They take what they want. They taught humans that 
they can be dangerous when hungry. Their entire families 
parade through the yards. And in the evenings they climb the 
stairs to every �oor. And wait for someone to open the door. If 
that happens, they run into the apartment. And take their 
tribute.

They can be dangerous
In June 2001 “Nowości” wrote 
about an incident when a one 
month old infant was bitten by 
rats. The child was sleeping in 
his stroller inside the 
basement-level apartment in 
one of the tenement buildings 
on Mickiewicza Street in Toruń. 
The boy was transported to the 
Regional Hospital for Infectious 
Diseases to the ward of 
neuroinfections, and treated 
with a series of injections.
In May 2001 we wrote about a 
rat attack on an elderly woman 
who was entering the 
tenement building on 
Jęczmienna Street in Toruń. 
Even though the rat drew 
blood, the woman managed to 
strangle it with her bare hands.

Rats are rodents that can be found all over the world. They are 
considered pests which carry dangerous diseases, like the 
plague and trichinosis. Some specimens can grow up to 50 
centimeters in length, half of which is the tail. The most 
common species are the black rat and the brown rat.

In “Nowości”, we have written 
about the house at Podgórska 1 
in Toruń many times. But our 
articles were about the 
occupants and their deplorable 
living conditions. The con�ict 
about the building property 
rights was so intense that the 
people forced to vacate the 
premises have even held a 
protest on the train tracks. The 
situation has not been resolved 
to this day. One of the results 
are the tragic sanitary 
conditions in the building.

None of the occupants are 
surprised by a group of rats 
running across the yard in the 
middle of the day. Rats have always 
been here. They live in the tunnels 
dug next to the house, between 
the train tracks, in the sewers. No 
one knows how many of them 
there are. People who live there 
claim the number is around several 
hundreds.
Like a marching army
“Every morning around �ve, our 
yard is transformed by the 
marching rat army,” says Teresa 
Kumuniecka, who has lived here for 
four years. “They crawl from every 
space, every hole. People have to 
get out of their way. Seeing a 
couple hundred rats makes an 
impression.”
Only two weeks ago, there has 
been a huge pile of trash next to 
the building. Rats could feast there 
all day long. Even the young ones 
showed up. The biggest ones have 
reportedly been around forty 
centimeters long. After the garbage 
truck has removed the trash, some 
of the rats moved on to other parts 
of the city.
The majority of the occupants do 
not �ght the rats. Only a couple of 
families have bought cats that 
guard their homes. Rats do not 
show up in these apartments. At 
least not yet. But the cats do not 
always want to square o� against

rats, especially against the larger 
ones. 
“In the mornings whole families 
of them wait outside the 
apartment. They sit quietly, like a 
grey ball of fur,” says another 
occupant of the former train 
�ophouse. “When I open the 
door leaving for work, they run 
inside. They hide under the 
furniture and wait it out. And 
then, quietly, they start to feed.”
Scurry was bold
Teresa Kumuniecka places a 
bowl with food for rats every 
morning. She claims that if she 
did not, the rats could attack her. 
She still remembers the night 
when the �rst one showed up.
“I called him Scurry. He was very 
bold. He stood next to my bed 
and started to squeal,” she 
recounts. “I understood he was 
hungry. I fed him. I’m not afraid 
of rats, I got used to them. There 
is no point in �ghting them. We 
have to adjust to living alongside 
them. Especially, since they are 
very intelligent animals.”
A year ago, one of the occupants 
declared war on rats. From the 
window which opened onto the 
train tracks, he tossed down 
some bread. The rats appeared 
almost instantly, a whole pack of 
them. The man then started to 
shoot them with his pellet gun. 
But he only managed to kill one 
of them and wound several 
others. After this incident, the 
rodents learned to carry the food 
found under the windows to 
their nests, not eat it on the spot. 
However, when we threw a 
couple slices of bread on the 
ground, a dozen of them 
appeared in a �ash. They ran so 
fast that our photographer could 
only capture one on �lm.

“We are aware that rats and the 
moisture here can cause diseases 
to develop,” adds Teresa 
Kumuniecka. “That is why I scrub 
the �oors every day with 
disinfectant added to the water. 
Its smell repels the rats. At �rst, I 
had a problem with choosing the 
right chemical, because most of 
them are very caustic. But I found 
a suitable one.”
No disinfestation?
Property owners are required by 
law to perform deratization every 
spring and fall. According to 
Wiesław Lewandowski, the 
spokesman for the City Guard in 
Toruń, housing associations and 
municipal companies abide by it. 
Private owners of the tenement 
buildings are not so keen. 

The occupants of the house at 
Podgórska 1 claim that there has 
never been a real deratization in 
their building. We were unable to 
reach the owner of the property for 
comment. 
“The rat behavior described by the 
occupants is probable,” says Jan 
Stromidło, a disinfestation specialist 
who has been working all over the 
country for almost twenty years. “It 
may seem unlikely to the people 
observing these creatures. I am not 
surprised that people subcon-
sciously feel that �ghting rats with 
amateur methods will not work and 
it is better to get used to them.”


